Congressional Roundup 


Bill Would Open Kennedy Death 
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Special to The New York Times 

| WASHINGTON, March 26 — Lead- 
ing lawmakers from both houses of 
Congress today introduced legislation 
tp make public almost everything in 
Government files on the assassination 
qf President John F. Kennedy in 1963. 

} Representative Louis Stokes, the 
Ohio Democrat who headed the House 
investigation into the killing in the late 
1970’s, said the measure was supported 
t)y Congressional leaders and had no 
discernible opposition. “This resolution 
i}s going to sail through,” he predicted, 
i Senator David L. Boren, the Oklaho- 
ma Democrat who heads the Senate 
intelligence Committee, said he had 
t>een assured of cooperation by the 
directors of the Central Intelligence 
Agency and the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation. He predicted that 
1 99.999999999 percent of the docu- 
ments” in Government files would be 
fully released. 

! Under the legislation, a five-member 
Commission would be appointed by 
Federal judges to rule on whether in- 
formation could be deleted or withheld. 
None of the panel members could be 
Government employees or have been 
Involved with previous investigations 
of the assassinations. 

2 Years for Disclosure 

! The commission would have two 
years to see to the release of files from 
the House Assassinations Committee, 
the Warren Commission and any mate- 
rial held by other Government agen- 
cies. The bill urges. Russian authorities 

S o make public information in the files 
if the defunct K.G.B. and the G.R.U., 
domestic and military intelligence 
Agencies of the Soviet Union. 

' The only grounds allowed for contin- 
ued secrecy would be to protect person- 
nel records of previous investigations, 
bases in which a current intelligence 
agent or informer’s identity would be 


It could take two 
years to make the 
assassination 
records public. 


disclosed, where a current intelligence 
gathering method would be compro- 
mised, and where there would be a 
severe invasion of privacy of a living 
person. Some details of the autopsy of 
President Kennedy would also be kept 
from public display, Mr. Boren said. 

Both leaders, and others of both par- 
ties who joined them, said it was im- 
portant to make the information public 
to dispel suspicion, especially among 
young people whose view of the event 
came from Oliver Stone’s movie 
“J.F.K.,” which suggests that the as- 
sassination was plotted by the Govern- 
ment to keep the President from halt- 
ing the Vietnam War. 

Mr. Stokes said he doubted the files 
would provide any sensations. “I can 
assure you we didn’t seal up any smok- 
ing gun in our files,” he said. 
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